Village of Bellwood

 Meeting Minutes ~ September 14, 2020
The Village of Bellwood Board of Trustees held its regular meeting on September 14, 2020 at the Village Auditorium. Joyce Napier, chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. with, Connie Scholz, Jeremy Junck, Scott Romshek, and Lee Nickolite . Also in attendance were Jenny Brown, Ray Sueper, Paul Nickolite and various residents. 
The chairman stated that the open meetings law is in effect.
The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

The minutes of the August 3rd meeting were up for approval. Scott motioned to approve the minutes and Connie seconded.  A roll call vote was taken, this motion passed with all in favor. 
The August receipts and the bills were read. Connie motioned and Lee seconded to pay the bills as read.  A roll call vote was taken, this motion passed with all in favor.
Bills and prepaid bills were as follows:

	ACE Hardware
	11.28

	Akrs Equipment
	329.42

	Angie Wellman
	35.00

	Barb Schmit
	75.00

	Butler County Treasurers Office
	1000.000

	Butler County Rural Public Power
	2704.84

	Frontier Co-op
	112.50

	Hlavac Tree Service
	4000.000

	Hydro Optimization & Automation Solutions
	9833.00

	Jackson Services
	133.94

	Layne Christensen
	500.00

	League of Ne. Municipalities Utility Sect
	404.00

	Midwest Service & Sales
	294.80

	Mr. Ray Sueper
	312.90

	Napa Auto Parts
	211.86

	Nebraska Public Health Environmental Lab
	223.000

	Obrist & Co.
	2000.00

	One Call Concepts
	12.68

	Principal Life Insurance
	150.00

	Radio Time Billing 
	267.00

	Verizon Wireless
	82.52

	Waste Connections of Nebraska
	563.40

	Windstream
	344.93

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Butler County Public Power presenters General Manager Mark Kirby, and Marketing Coordinator Amanda Topil introduced the new retail regulations agreement which would replace the current agreement is effective until December 31st, 2024.  When resolution is passed, there will be 30 days of public notice.  After contract is signed agreement begins that date for 20 years.   Their goal is to bring down the higher trends that villages are seeing and retain more of the tax to help flatten the curve for customers.  Surprise, Octavia, Valporaiso, Ulysses, Rising City, Abie, Bruno, and VOB are all being presented the same contract.  
Any questions should be directed to Amanda at atopil@butlerppd.com or 402-367—3081.

Insurance was discussed. Mandy Craig with Jones group talked with the board about her recommendation for a 90% coinsurance with a $567.00 increase which would be prorated to approximately $300.00.  A motion to approve was made by Scott and 2nd by Lee.  A roll call vote followed with all in favor.  

Austin Witmer with Moravec Accounting presented the new budget for the fiscal year beginning October 1st 2020.  Austin quickly made his way through the proposed budgeting highlighting the pros and cons of levy vs lid, briefly touched on the newpaper budget hearing (3rd resolution) to help with transparency for the tax payers.  Austin discussed the option of dropping the levy stating that dropping the levy does not mean that the county keeps the money, he explained that it is kept by the tax payers.  The motion was made to leave the budget as is in regards to the unknowns of the Buter Public Power Changes and other unknowns, and look at the idea of dropping the levy at next years budget hearing.  
Resolutions 2020-03 Motioned by Jeremy – 2nd by Scott, roll call vote, all in favor.

Resolutions 2020-04 Motioned by Connie – 2nd by Lee, roll call vote, all in favor.

Resolutions 2020-05 Motioned by Scott – 2nd by Jeremy, roll call vote, all in favor.
Stated that the above was approved, Austin discussed how all paperwork needs to be signed and turned in to Moravecs office no later than September 20th.

Austin also mentioned that as a Village with less than 500k, we could propose an Audit waiver for this year.  The Board voted with all in favor to continue with the audit as scheduled.

Bob Bell presented his concerns on high ground water and flooding in his 80 acres in section 18.  He stated that 50% of the ground was not able to be planted last year and was making the board aware of his proposed plan to add a drainage system to the area with 3 and 6 inch drain lines.  The board agreed that they would approve of this with the terms of Bob providing the VOB with a copy of the Environmental Controls approval paperwork.  This will also help lower the water level of the lagoons.
Planning and zoning discussed the demolition bids on the Cynthia Hoscher home at 804 Walnut Street.  Tim is asking for a 3 week extension and is working with Cindy who will be required to attend court.  This topic will be revisited at the October Board Meeting.
The Caves/Schuman property was discussed – the property will be advertised in the Columbus Telegram for 1 month in an effort to locate the owners or family members.

Ray brought up that he has just had his 1 year anniversary with VOB and wanted to know how to proceed going forward and if he was to present a new contract.  Joyce asked him to prepare a new contract and mentioned that we will cover it in the October board meeting.  Scott discussed how he would like to have him continue on the 1 day every two weeks with the addition of 1 day every week when it is needed.  

Brian Wilson voiced concerns on several items and Ray proposed that Brian reach out and engage with the elected and appointed officials on the planning committee. 

Zoning fee increase schedule was – motioned by Connie to accept, 2nd by Scott, effective 9/14/2020.

Ordinance 2020-01 – Changing verbiage to include “approved installer”.  Moved to October or November meetings for further discussion.

Discussed a wellness check on the McDonald’s residence, and other locations in the village.  Ray stated that the McDonald’s seem to be trying as well as the O’Dell residence which is working to clean up additional shrubbery and trim trees.

Tree Board had nothing to present. 
We reviewed the one and six year road plan.  
The board discussed the need for Paul to get a new computer as he has not had a working computer in over a year.  Jenny will look into options for this.
Jenny Brown was hired as the new village clerk.  Joyce Motioned, 2nd by Connie.  Effective as of 9/9/2020.  Office hours will be Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Wednesdays and Weekends the office will be closed.

Paul gave an update on the treatment plant.
Water issues at Marvene Oborny’s house were discussed.  Roots are the cause of the issue and Obrist will be in for an estimate.  Cost to auger the property will be approximately 2K annually.  The board requests a bid to fix the issue permanently and proposed that it should fall under general maintenance. 

Motion to pay board members by Scott, 2nd by Connie.  

Motion to approve going forward with the audit by Joyce, 2nd by Scott. 

There being no further business, Scott motioned and Connie seconded to adjourn. A roll call vote was taken, this motion passed with all in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm.
Jenny Brown, Clerk
