Village of Bellwood

 Meeting Minutes ~ October 5th, 2020
The Village of Bellwood Board of Trustees held its regular meeting on October 5, 2020 at the Village Auditorium. Joyce Napier, chairman, called the meeting to order at 7:01 P.M. with board members Connie Schulz, Jeremy Junck, Scott Romshek, and Lee Nickolite in attendance. Village employees Jennifer Brown, Paul Nickolite, and Village Attorney Tim Wollmer were also present. 
The chairman stated that the open meetings law is in effect.

The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

The minutes of the September 14th meeting were up for approval. Board member Scott motioned to approve the minutes and Connie seconded.  A roll call vote was taken, this motion passed with all in favor. 
The October receipts and the bills were read by Jenny at 7:05.

Connie motioned and Lee seconded to pay the bills as read.  A roll call vote was taken, this motion passed with all in favor.
Bills and prepaid bills were as follows:
	Vendor
	Amount

	Butler County Treasurer
	$1,000.00

	Joyce Napier
	$30.55

	Columbus Telegram
	$80.38

	Frontier Co-Op
	$112.50

	Jackson Services
	$327.48

	Moravec & Associates
	$50.00

	Napa Auto Parts - Rehmers
	$218.14

	Nebraska Municipal Power Pool
	$217.94

	Nebraska Public Health Env. Lab
	$49.00

	Obrist & Co
	$375.00

	One Call Concepts
	$6.90

	Verizon Wireless
	$82.52

	Fremont Sanitation/Waste Connections
	$708.40

	Windstream
	$344.57

	Butler County Rural Public Power
	$5,310.65

	Card Services
	$595.07

	EFTPS
	$1,646.22

	Bonds Payment + Interest
	$25,857.50

	Local Sales & Use Tax
	$848.43

	City Truck Payment
	$525.93

	United States Treasury
	$3,942.34

	
	$42,329.52


Butler County Sheriff’s Department:
Sheriff Tom Dion was present and discussed nuisance vehicles in town relating to timeline, citations, and the protocol that will be in place for removal.  The Sheriff stated that letters had gone out to owners of said vehicles on August 5th, 2020.  Ray Sueper noted that he had also created a list of vehicles and would work with the Sheriff’s department to simplify the list and make sure that all nuisance vehicles/owners are properly advised of the issue.  The Sheriff stated that he had told the residents that they had a month to month and a half to move said vehicles.  Chairwoman Joyce Napier stated that she would like to see the vehicles moved to a different location within 30 days.  The board agreed with Chairwoman Napier that it would be in the best interest of the community to give them a 30 day time limit.

The Sheriff’s office also covered the issue of the McDonald residence and the board also commented on their concerns with the residence as they currently do not have water/sewer services from the Village.  It was also discussed that there are reports of a pit bull residing in the home, and an additional two dogs, none of which are licensed with the Village.  It was discussed that they have attempted to pay partial payments to have their water turned on, but the board had previously decided based on past experiences with the residence that it is in the best interest of the Village to receive the full past due amount before services are reinstated.  It was also discussed that Tyler McDonald had made contact with Utilities Supervisor Paul Nickolite to address dead trees that need to be taken down. Mr. McDonald stated that they would use that wood to heat the home in the winter.  Chairwoman Napier questioned the validity of their residing in the home as it is registered to a deceased relative.  Village Attorney Tim Wollmer stated that yes; they are able to live in the home.  

The Sheriff’s office was asked to check into a green and white motorbike that has been seen speeding and violating traffic signs in the Village.  The Sheriff also stated that there are also issues with the stop sign by the co-op on H road that they have been made aware of.

Adam Schmidt presented the board with his business plan to bring Schmid 3D Labs to the Village.  Adam hopes to be further in the process by mid-November at the latest and informed the board that his vendors are ready to go when he is.  Adam is looking into purchasing land north of the water treatment facility that is currently owned by Bob Bell.  The Ray Super discussed that there may need to be zoning changes and Utilities Supervisor Nickolite agreed that he needs to meet with the zoning and planning committee.

Complaint Forms – None

Tree Board – No report

Auditorium Project – Currently on hold

Chairwoman Napier and Co-Chair Romshek discussed the lights in the park.  Co-Chair Romshek stated that the lights will be up by the end of the year.  H&M Electric is currently working on other projects and hopes to have the Village of Bellwood complete by Dec. 31, 2020.

Planning and Zoning

Ray Sueper stated that those present would be hearing three updates during the meeting with the help of the Village Attorney to put them into format. 
Building Permit Resolution – New Fee Schedule – Resolution #2020-06 read by Chairwoman Napier, motion to pass by Co-Chair Romshek, seconded by Trustee Junk.  Roll call vote all approved. 

Ordinance 2020-01 – Read by Chairwoman Napier, Motion to accept by Co-Chair Romshek, seconded by Trustee Schulz.  Roll call vote all approved.  Village resident Brian Wilson posed the question "Who makes the decision if they are a village approved installer.”  Ray Sueper responded that he would rely on Utilities Supervisor Nickolite’s experience with the residents and contractors of the area and Nickolites knowledge of them and feels that between himself and Nickolite that they would be able to make that decision.  Co-Chair Romshek stated that he also would be willing to step in and help with that decision.

Ordinance 2020-02 – Read by Chairwoman Napier.  

In regards to Section B – Exception:  Mr. Sueper stated that you can purchase sheds from Lowes, Menards, etc.… Co-Chair Romshek asked Attorney Wollmer if this is already in the zoning book.  Wollmer stated that 4.14 is already in the books but this updated Ordinance will replace any past variations that are on file.  Co-Chair Romshek moved to read this again at the November board meeting to allow anyone who has not had the proper time to review and ask questions had adequate time to do so.  Mr. Super stated that the Ordinance 2020-02 is the brainchild of the planning committee and that they have worked very hard on this for multiple meetings.  Chairwoman Napier asked if there was any other information for planning and zoning.  Village Resident Macoubrie posed a question and began a discussion on the use of concrete and board approval on Resident Jason Romsheks driveway.  Attorney Wollmer asked Mr. Macoubrie to photograph the area in question and bring them to the November Board Meeting, at which time Mr. Macoubrie asked to be added to the November agenda.
Water Treatment Center 

Utilities Supervisor Nickolite stated that the water treatment center is running smoothly.  Mr. Nickolite questioned if the Village would be paying for the concrete for the aforementioned Jason Romshek residence as the Village generally pays for the concrete to put it together with the current street layout.  Chairwoman Napier said that they will look at it this coming week and follow correct protocol for the project.  

Co-Chair Romshek brought a discussion to the table in regards to the paving of the far West road aka Pioneer Road.  Chairwoman Napier agreed that the currently gravel road is in rough shape and various Board Members interjected in agreement that it is posing a hazard as the dust from the road can hinder sight while driving down the road, as well as pose issues for residents living on Pioneer road or along it. Mr. Sueper stated that he will visit with JEO and check into pricing and soliciting a proposal.  Attorney Wollmer interjected that a study is generally done to see who gets the job.  Resident Brian Wilson added that we would have to look at asphalt due to the cost of concrete.  Brian noted that in the past they have used different spray methods to keep the dust down and help with the bumps in the road.  Wilson also stated that it has been probably 8 years before Pioneer Road was last treated in this manner.  Chairwoman Napier asked Supervisor Nickolite to check into different options for road treatment.
Attorney Wollmer

Hoser Residence update:  Mr. Wollmer advised that the Hoser lawyer from Lincoln came out and inspected the property and stated that Krivanek had a contract to demolish the home.  Their goal is to have the property torn down in November.  Wollmer said that they agreed upon 45 days to ensure that pests and animals in the house are taken care of.  Mr. Wollmer also conveyed that the trial will continue on December 3rd, 2020.  Attorney Wollmer made no guarantees as to the outcome of the case and explained that the Board can go into Executive Session if needed.  Tim also discussed cost vs. actions in regards to the process of the demolition.  Attorney Wollmer also advised that he has many questions in regards to the Village of Bellwood’s proposed contract with Butler County Public Power which would go into effect on Jan. 1, 2021.  He stated that he has been in contact with Mark Kirby and is awaiting responses from him. 

Cave Residence update states that it has been in the David City Banner press and after the publication expires, Mr. Sueper advised that we can move forward with the demolition bidding process.  Chairwoman Napier questioned what would happen if someone came in and wanted to fix it up.  Mr. Sueper stated that eminent domain states that the owner must have fair market value.  Attorney Wollmer and Mr. Sueper both explained that they have been trying to track down the owners with no success.  

Executive Session called into effect at 8:45 p.m.

Executive Session ended at 8:59

Motion to accept salary and expenses for Mr. Ray Sueper for the remainder of 2020 through September 2021 per his contract made by Co-Chair Romshek, seconded by Trustee Schulz, roll call vote all in favor.

Motion to adjourn made by Trustee Schulz, seconded by Trustee L. Nickolite, roll call vote, all in favor.
Meeting adjourned at 9:01.

Village Clerk,

Jenny Brown

